
Alison Lessells 
 
I am writing to you as your role of Monitoring the impact of Covid-19 on children and 
young people is in relation to this. I ask why that the guidance on reopening of 
nurseries is not being updated in line with the revised social distancing guidelines? I 
have heard cases of nurseries not being able to reopen due to it not being financially 
viable and also some nurseries reopening but no longer able to cater for under 3s 
when they could before. Surely with the social distancing guidance being updated 
nurseries should no longer have to comply with such strict bubbles. It is crazy that in 
July some people do not know if their child will have a nursery place next term or 
how many hours they are eligible for. How are people supposed to get back to work 
when they can't get appropriate childcare? Working from home and looking after 
young children is not a sustainable long-term solution. People are at breaking point 
over this - I myself was until my employer were looking for volunteers to furlough and 
I took them up on this offer. 
 
I am lucky that my children's nursery is reopening on the 15th July and both my 
children are looking forward to going back but I think they will be a little disappointed 
when they go back and they will no longer get to play with all of their friends as they 
will be split into bubbles and also the fact that my daughter will no longer get to play 
with her younger brother in the nursery garden as this would be mixing a bubble. I 
also worry about the psychological effect it will have on young children being told 
that they need to be kept apart from the other bubbles. During this time I have 
shielded my children from the extent of the social distancing guidelines by not really 
taking them to busy places and also letting them walk past people in the street as I 
think the risk of transmission by walking past somebody for a second must be 
miniscule. However, withthe easing of lockdown and meeting their friends and going 
to swing parks again I can see the difference in children who have been told the truth 
and told about social distancing and the children who havent. My children and most 
of their friends are happy to go off, run about and play normally in the park but some 
of their friends are terrified of other people and others coming close to them and this 
isn't normal. My friends 5-year-old son is too scared of other people to play in a 
swing park and a few others are terrified of strangers coming close and it makes me 
so sad to see young children like this. I fear that with the bubbles in nursery, this will 
also reinforce the idea of being scared of others in young children and it is not 
something that I want for my children. 
 
I urge you to please make reviewing the early years provision as a matter of priority, 
not only for the people struggling to get back or forced not to work but because the 
psychological damage this is doing to young children probably poses more risk than 
the virus itself. 
 


